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QUESTION OF THE DAY

True or False?
God wants me to be rich.




Economic times have
rarely been zAisuncertain.

Our guide to America’s election
The 5 Europe’s Schadenfreude
Economist  msiconyourphone
Reassessing China
FR— wewscoontiecon  Somalia’s pirates

World on
the edge




Many Wall Street icons are now gone

A stunning loss of financial prowess for America.




Greed has never been more reviled —

Nor more on display.
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Was James writing about
the 21t century?

5 (Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the
miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your
riches have rotted and your garments are
moth-eaten. 3 Yourgo d and silver have
rusted, and their rust will be evidence against
ou and will eat 3ourﬂcsh like fire. You have
ﬂ\id up treasure forthe last dags. 4 Behold,
the wages of the laborers who mowed your
fields, which you cht back bg fraud, cry out;
and the cries of the harvesters have reached
the ears of the Lorc] of hosts. 5 You have

lived on the earth in luxury and in Pleasure;

you have fattened your heartsin a dag of
slaugl‘utcr.

James 5:1-5 RSV



This is the God has a
economy we know. ditferent economy.

WHICH ONE ARE YOU LIVING IN?




How best to live in
the spiritual economy?

It operates on very different principles.
We must discern and LIVE the difference!




Lessons for living in the
spiritual economy.

Get rich — toward God!

Know your economic imperative.
Spiritual economics 101

Beware mixing economic principles!
Invest In the spiritual economy

Master the two secrets to success.

Manage debt God’s way

Avoid spiritual bankruptcy.
Use wealth wisely

Give back—before it’s too late.




GET RICH!

1

God wants YOU to be rich!

Is?

Or th

But this...




1. GET RICH — TowARrRD GoD!

God DOES want YOU to be rich!

But He measures riches
in very different ways.



Paul’s Exhortation for Today’s Crisis

17 As for the rich in this wor‘d, chargc them not to be
haughty, nor to set their HoPcs on uncertain riches but
on (God who rich]y furnishes us with cvcrything to cn'og.
18 Thcy are to do gooc!, to be rich in goocl deeds, liberal
and generous, 19 thus ]aying up for themselves a goocl

foundation for the future, so that thcg may take hold of
the life which is life indeed.

1Timé6:17-19 RSV

‘riches”. Greek ploutos, from the root pletho which means to be full.




Paul’s Exhortation for Today’s Crisis

Tcach and urge these duties. b, llc any one teaches otherwise
wranglin among men who are c]cpravcc] in mind and bereft
of the truth, imagining that godlincss is a means o{:gain. w6

hereis great gain in odliness with contentment; 7 for we
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take angthing
out o% the world; 8 but if we have food and clothing, with these
we shall be content. 9 PBut those who desire to be rich fall into
temPtation, into a snare, into many senseless and hurtful
desires that P]ungc men into ruin and destruction.

1 Tim 6:2-9 RSV




Paul’s Exhortation for Today’s Crisis

10 [T or the love of money is the root of
all evils; it is through this craving that some
have wandered away from the faith and
Picrccd their hearts with many pangs.

i1 But as for you, man of Goc], shun all
this; aim at rightcousncss, goc]lincss, faith,
love, steadfastness, gcntlencss. 12 r:igl')t
the good Fight of {the} faith; take hold
of the eternal life to which you were
called when you made the good confession

in the presence of many witnesses.
1 Tim. 6:10-13 RSV

. The fight is over

the spiritual
economy.

. Did Timothy

struggle in
choosing it?




Our Economic Imperative

« A man's life does not consist in the abundance of his Posscssions.“
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Luke 12:16-18 RSV



Our Economic Imperative

« A man's life does not consist in the abundance of his Posscssions."

\l 9 And | will say tomy soul, Soul, you have amPIc goods laid
up for many years; take your ease, ecat, drin‘(, be mcrry.’ 20 But
(God said to him, ’”f:ooll, Tl‘!is nigl'xt your 5Qul IS rcc]uircd of you;
and the things you have Prcparcd, whose will thcy be?

. .|
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Luke 12:19-20 RSV




Our Economic Imperative

« A man's life does not consist in the abundance of his Posscssi-ons.”

21 Sois he who Iags up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward (God."

Luke 12:21 RSV

GET
RICH

— Toward GOD!




Laying Up Ireasure: 1

19 "Do not lay up for 3ourse|vc5 treasures on earthJ where
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal,
20 but |ay up for yoursclvcs treasures in hcavcn, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. 21 [For where your treasure is, there will

your heart be also. Matt 6:19-21 RSV

1. Which nest egg
do you put first?
The 401K or the
spiritual account?

2. You must choose!




Laying Up Ireasure: 3

24 "N o one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the othcr, or he will be devoted to the one and

despisc the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Matt 6:24 RSV

1. You cannot keep
two sets of books!

2. Which account do
you want to grow?




Laying Up Treasure: 2

22 %] he eye is the IamP of the body o, if youreye is
sound, your whole body will be full of lig}'it; 2% but iFyour
eye is not sound, your whole bocly will be full of darkness. If

then the light In you is darkness, how greatis the darkness!
Matt 6:22-23 RSV

1. Greed leads to
spiritual blindness.

2. Is your spiritual
vision unclouded?

PROVIDENCE FAVORS OUR UNDERTAKINGS {E’NDE'AVORS)




NOT like earthly riches.

Heavenly riches are

Quantity

Be merciful, even as your Fatheris merciful. 37 "Judgc not, and
you will not bejudgccl; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; {:orgivc, and you will be {:orgivcn; 38 gjve, and it will be
givcn to you; goocl measure, Prcsscc] clown, shaken togcthcr,
running over, will be put into your laP. Luke 6:36-38

5 TI‘IOU Prcparcst a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows. Ps. 23:5



Heavenly riches are N
N

NOT like earthly riches. -

Iy
Quantity h kg

Fearnot, O land; be glacl and rcjoicc, forthe

| ord has done [will do] great t}'»ingsl . "The
t]'rresl'ting floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall
overflow with wine and oil. 25 | will restore to you
the years which the 5warming locust has eaten, the
hoppcr, the clcstroycr, and the cutter, my great
army, which | sent among you. 26 "V ou shall
eatin Plcnt3 and be satisfied. Joel 2:21, 24-25



Heavenly riches are
NOT like earthly riches.

Type

Do you not know thatin a race

all the runners comPctc, but only
one receives the Prizc? So run
that you may obtainit. 25 Evcry
athlete exercises self-control in
all things. Thcg do it to receive a
Pcrishablc wreath, but we an

1 Cor 9:24-25




have Fought the goocl Fight, | have finished the
race, | have kcpt the faith. 8 Henceforth there is
aid up for me the ’
which the | ord, the rightcousjudgc, will award to
me on that Dag, and not only to me but also to all
who have loved his aPPcaring.

2Tim 4:7-8



Incredible
Heavenly Treasure

Riches...

Of his kindness and forbearance and Patlcncc
(Rom 2 4~)

Of his glory (Rom. 9:2%; E_P]‘n 3:16

fthe io of this mystery, which is (Christ in you

z (Co?t :27) oo g =

Of assured undcrstano’ing and the knowﬁe&gc of
(Ciod's mystery, of Christ ((Col. 2:2)

Of the wisdom and knowlcclgc of (God (Rom. 11:33%)

Of his grace (E_Ph i:7)

Of his g]orious inheritance (Eph 1:18)




Incredible
Heavenly Treasure

lmmcasurab RICI"ICS

Of his grace (E_Plv 7_:7)

Unscarchablc riches...

OF Christ (E ph. 3:8)



Hannah’s Prayer

7 Thel ord makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low, he also exalts.

8 Hc raises up the poor from the c]ust;

he lifts the nccdg from the ash hcaP,

to make them sit with Princes

and inherit a seat of honor.

For the Pi"ars of the earth are the | ord's,
and on them he has set the world.

9 "[e will guarci the feet of his faithful ones;
but the wicked shall be cut offin c!arimcss;
for not 53 migl'ﬂ: shall a man Prcvailf.

10 | he adversaries of the | ord shall be broken to Picccs;
against them he will thunderin heaven.

T hel ord wi“judgc the ends of the earth;

he will give 5trengt|f1 to his king,.

and exalt the power of his anointed (1 Sam 2:7-10 RSV).




Moses’
Proclamation

7 Beware lest you say in your heart, 'Mg
power and the might of my hand have gotten
me this wealth.! 18 You sﬁa“ remember the

| ord your Giod, forit is he who gives you
power to get weaith; that he may confirm his
covenant which he swore to 9ourfathers, as

at this c]ag.
Deut 8:17-19 RSV




Happg is the man who finds wisdom, and the
man who gets understanding, forthe gain from
it is better than gain from siﬁcr and its Pro{:it
better than gola. She is more Prccioujs than

{:wcls, and notl'ning you desire can compare with
er. Prov. 3:13-15 RSV



Long life is in her rigl\t hand; in her left hand are

riches and honor. Her ways are ways of
Plcasantncss, and all her Patl'ns are peace.
She is a tree of life to those who ]a3 hold of
l-ncr; those who hold herfast are called ﬂ'naﬂp%

Prov. 3:13-18 RSV
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