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gracé 15 SU‘FFICICI’lt {:or you...
| | 2 Cor. 12:9

| have lcarnccl, in whatever state | am,

therewith to be content.
Phil 4:11






QUESTION OF THE DAY

True or False?
Our community promotes risk-taking.



Lessons for living in the
spiritual economy.

Get rich — toward God!

Know your economic imperative.
Spiritual economics 101

Beware mixing economic principles!
Invest in the spiritual economy

Master the two secrets to success.

Manage debt God’s way

Avoid spiritual bankruptcy.
Use wealth wisely

Give back—before it’s too late.




The past year has given investing a bad name.
Nevertheless, saving and investing is still the
surest path to wealth.

There are two secrets to success:

1. Time — compounding.
Take the long view.

2. Risk — asset allocation.

More risk, more reward.



What did Baron Rothschild Consider
The Eighth Wonder Of The World?

Compound Interest. Rothschild, one of
the world’s richest bankers, was asked at
a dinner party if he could name the Seven
Wonders of the World. He said:

“No, but | can tell you what the Eighth
Wonder is. The Eighth Wonder should be
utilized by all of us to accomplish what
we want.

It is compound interest.” Israel 34" anniversary

commemorative coin.
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The rate of return in investing is tied
directly to the amount of risk you take.

The Mattress. Zero risk—zero reward. Actually,
though, there is risk — the risk of inflation!

Bonds. Risk of default—moderate reward. Return is
fixed—so still subject to the risk of inflation.

Stocks. Risk of fluctuating returns—capital can be
lost if company goes under. Mitigates inflation risk.

Mutual Funds. Risk of fluctuating returns—but risk
is diversified across many companies. Mitigates
inflation risk.

Don't look for the needle in the haystack. Just
buy the haystack.
John Bogle, Founder of Vanguard

Vanguand INVESTMENTS]




How much $1 invested

in 1925 would be worth today.
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How much $1 would be

worth today AFTER inflation.
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Share price of Berkshire
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The Parable of the Talents

Matthew 25

Three servants given 5,2, & 1
talents

Ca”cd his servants and entrusted to
them his property ... to cach according to

his ab/'/ﬂ:g

First “trades and made” 5 more
Wc" done gooc[ and faithful servant...

Second takes 2 and “makes” 2 more
Well done, good and faithful servant...

Third takes 1 and hides it in the
dirt...”Here you have what is yours”

You wicked and slothful servantt ...

Luke 19

Ten servants each given 1 talent
T rade with these till | come.

First takes 1 and makes 10 more
We" done goocl servant...

Second takes 1 and makes 5 more

You are to be over 5 cities.

Third takes 1, lays it away in a
napkin and returns it.

You wicked servant ...




[ essons of the Talents

1. Our Lord has given us a mission — bu1|d|ng
spiritual wealth. '

«T rade with these till | come.”

pragmateuomai (4231) from NT:4229; to busy oneself with, i.e. to trade
Thayer’s: to be occupied in anything; to carry on a business;

“\Nhat thcg had gaincd bg trading”

diapragmateuomai (1281) Thayer’s: thoroughly, earnestly (dia) to undertake a business,
to undertake a business for the sake of gain

The reward goes to those whe ADD to their spiritual wealth!




[ essons of the Talents

2. We do not begin this mission empty-
handed. *

o«

,z__ntrusted to [US] l"ns PrOPcrth*”

paradidomi (3860) to surrender, to yield, to entrust

Everyone has a unique spiritual gift—an endowment unlike anyone else’s.

Your talent 1s not yours, it is the Lord's.
How are you going to use it?



[ essons of the Talents

3. You must take risk to gain.

T rade:

“to carry on a business”

Running a business involves risk.

The risk of...
1. Loss Your capital is on the line.
2. Unknown You cannot control events.

3. Bad debts You must exchange with others.




[essons of the Talents

4. Fear is fatal — don’t bury your wealth.
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“| was afraid”

Hc jr'orgo’c

the mission.

.......
W S

No one likes risk ... But you cannot avoid it.
The only question is how you respond to it.




[essons of the Talents

5. If you would succeed, know the Master.

“l knew you to be a hard man®
skleeros: hard, harsh
“You are a severe man”

austeros: harsh, rough, rigid

He did not know the Lord.
His single biggest mistake.
A fatal mistake.




[essons of the Talents

5. If you would succeed, know the Master.

What was the biggest mistake
of the third servant?

NOT KNOWING THE MASTER!

Know the Lord, Know Peace.
No Lord, No Peace.

Is this parable only about the first century?




What is spiritual trading?

It takes two to trade.

You must give something in
exchange.

You will put yourself at risk.




What is spiritual trading?

1. Service

You, my brotl'lcrs, were called to be
free [sPiritual cconomg]. But do not
use your freedom to indulgc the sinful
nature; rat]'lcr,

PBut the fruit of the Spirit is jou,

eace, Paticncc, kindness, gooc}ncss,
Eaith{:ulncss, 2% gcntlcncss and self-
control.

Gal. 5:13; 22-23 N1V



What is spiritual trading?

1. Service

You, my brotl'!crs, were ca"cc to be
free [SPiritual cconomy]. But do not
use your{:rccdom to inclulgc the sinful
nature; rai:l'ierJ

*o

but the fruit of the 5Pirit is [ (O V/ A

jog, peace, {-paticncc, kindness,
goodness, ait['ﬂ:ulncss,23 gcntlcncss
and sclf-control.

v. 22 BNZV (Bro. Norm Zilmer Version)

- |

What conditions make your fruit grow & flourish?




What is spiritual trading?

2. Preaching

9 So whether we are at home or awa :
we make it our aim to Plcase him. 10 or
we must all appear before thejudgmcnt
seat of (Christ, so that each one ma
receive good or evil, accorc]ing to wgat
he has done in the bodg

i1 T herefore, knowing the fear of the

Lord, we Pcrsuadc men ...

20 So we are ambassadors for Christ,
(od making his aPPcal through us.

2 Cor. 5:9-11;20



Lord of the Sea

the waves; for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of
the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 Put when the discip]es
saw him wa”drsg on the sea, theg were terrified, saying, it is a ghostl” And
theg cried out for fear. 27 Put immediatelg he spoke to them, saying,

“Take l'\cart, it is l; have no fear.?
Mt. 14:24-27 RSV



Fear not!

26 "So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or
hidden that will not be known. 27 What | tell you in the dark, utter in the light; and
what you hear w!'nispered, Proclaim upon the housetops. 28 And do not fear

those who kill the body but cannot kill the sou]; rather fear him who can clcstrog
both soul ancI body in he“:‘ 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a Penng? And
not one of them will fall to the grouncl without your IFather's will. 30 Put even the
hairs of your head are all numbered. 51 Fcar not, thcrcforc; 30!1 arec O{: more
va‘uc than mang sParrows. 52 50 every one who acknowle&ges me before men,
| also will acknowledge before my Father who is in l‘xeaven; 3% but whoever denies

me before men, l also will cleng before my Father who is in heaven.

Mt. 10:26-33 RSV



Conquering Fear

7 For God has not givenus a sPirit of Fcar, but of power and of
lovc and o{: a sound mind. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the

testimony of our] ord, nor of me [is Prisoner, but share with me in the
suﬁ:crings for thcgospcl accorcling to the power of GOd, 9 who has
saved us and called us with a l‘bolg ca“ing) not according to our works,
but according to [lis own purpose and grace which was given to us in
Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed 133 the
aPPcaring of ourSaviorJesus Christ, who has abolished death and
brought life and immortalitg to light through the gospe!, i 1 to which l

was aPPointcd a Prcachcr, an aPostle, and a teacher of the (entiles.

2 Tim 1:7-12 NKJV



Where is
your faith?

22 One clag he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, "] etus
go across to the other side of the lake. 50 they setout, 2% and as theg
sailed he fell asleeP. And a storm of wind came down on the lake, and theg
were ﬁ”ing with water, and were in &anger. 24 And theg went and woke him,
saging, "NMaster, Master, we are Peris!ﬁingl” And he awoke and rebuked the
wind and the raging waves; and thcg ceased, and there was a calm. 25 [ e said

to them, “thrc 1s your f:aith’?“ And thcg were afraid, and theg

marveled, saying to one another, "\Who then is this, that he commands even
wind and water, and theg obeg him?¢
Lk. 8:22-25 RSV



Faith is the key to spiritual investing.

For God is not unrighteous to Forget your
work and labour of love, which ye have
shewed toward his name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister. 1
And we desire that every one oFyou do
shew the same a{r'/l"gcncc “business”] to the
full assurance of hope unto the end: 12
That ye be not slot fu], but followers of
them who through faith and patience inherit
the Promises. 13 [or when (Eod made
Promise to Abraham) because he could
swear 59 no greater, he sware b himse]mc, 14
5295:*1 X ‘5urcl Hcssing] will b?css thee,
and mu tipi?ing will multiplg thee.®
[comPoun i:!g!!!] 15 And so, after he had
Patientlg en urecj, he obtained the Promise.

Heb. 6:10-15 K]V



Abraham: Father of Spiritual Investing

Now faith is bcing sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not
see. 2 | his is what the ancients were
commended for.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go
to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obcycd and went, even
thougﬁ he did not know where he was

going.




Abraham: Father of Spiritual Investing

And so, after he had Paticntlg
endured [to persevere
atientlg and bravelg,
hager’s], he obtained the

Promise.
Heb 6:15




Abraham: Father of Spiritual Investing

17 Bg faith Abraham, when (God tested him,

offered |saac as a sacrifice. [ {e who had
received the Promiscs was about to sacrifice
his one and onlg son, 18 even t]':ougl': God had
said to him, it is through |saac that your
oﬁzsprin will be reckoned.* 19 Abraham
rcasonc% that (God could raise the dead, and
{:igurativel sPcaking, he did receive |saac back
{:rom death.

Heb 11:17-19 NIV




James, too, knew the

power of
compounding.

The tryingof your faith worketh
ﬁaticnce. Butlet Pati’cncc have
c:‘Pchcct worlc, that ye may be
pertect and entire, wanting
notl'ning.

Jas. 1:3-4 KJV ,# [
Jesus said to him, ulf you would be Pchcct, go, sell what you possess
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.®

Matt. 19: 21-22 RSV
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ypiritual Investing
_ -

Do you know your investing mission?

Are you a “spiritual trader?”
Are you focused on “harvesting gains’’?




Do you know what you have to invest?




Are you taking risk—or burying in the ground?

If you have {Mtk..
you will be living with risk.every day,
NOTin yosr comfort Zone.




Your Spiritual Investing

Do you know
the master?




Are you a fearless investor — or bailing out the
first time you have a downturn?
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